COUNTRY KITCHEM STYLE + HOW TO FIND THE PERFECT LOCATION
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READERS' HOMES Renaissance Manor

Period Ideas says

Sgraffito is a traditional technique used to decorate plaster walls, It reached
its height of popularity during the 16th century. Layers of tinted plaster
would be applied to the surface and then scraped away to reveal the colours
below — sometimes in incredibly elaborate patterns, Sgraffito was widely used
in ltaly and from there its popularity spread to Germany. When two colours of
plaster were used, an almost three-dimensional effect was often created. In

England sgraffito enjoyed a resurgence of popularity in the mid-19th century
when Henry Cole, the first director of the Victoria & Albert Museum,
commissioned artist Francis Moody to decorate the east wall of the building
with this technique. It was then used on other public buildings and churches,
including the Royal College of Organists in Kensington. Very complex designs,
often involving three or four layers of colour, can still be seen at 5t Agatha's
Basilica In Portsmouth and St Paul's in Winchester.
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Qur project floundered at first. My Polish (still poor) was non-existent, we had two toddlers, and
we made the discovery, just after we'd sold our house in London, that Anna was pregnant. With
twins. Their birth that February took the child tally to four children, all under three.

Outside it was minus twenty, and we were living in one 100 m2 corner of a 1,500 m2 project (f you
include the cellars and attic). Luckily, the metre-thick walls retain the heat cof the largest Norwegian
wood-burning stove we could find, and double layers of windows — it's more than secendary glazing —

We stopped floundering when we chanced upon a local landscape architect. A random Land-Rover
mud track drive took me past an unusual elipse-shaped baroque buiding, sumounded by a stunning
garden. It used to be the Prince-Bishop's hunting lodge. The owner, Bronisaw Szelwicki, Capability Bron
we call him, proceeded to organize the taming of our two-hectare jungle. When we'd armived at
Piotrowice, the stinging nettles were taller than the Land-Rover. Not having a machete to hand, | couldn't
even walk to the far wall of the park and inspect what we'd bought.

Bron's team felled thirty unremarkable young trees to reveal lots of interesting, mature




